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compared to the real Gibraltar, a word which has become a
synonym of impregnability. On the road leading from the
landing-place to the upper town is located the little cemetery
where many of the dead of Trafalgar lie buried. What a flood
of memories this interesting spot recalled! Standing in that
presence, with head uncovered, the thought would rise that these
worthies had fallen with Nelson on a day forever memorable
in the annals of England's glory.

After a few days pleasantly spent in viewing the strong-
hold, the Baltimore set out for the island of St. Vincent, where
she arrived a few days later. This point is the great coaling
station for all South American and South African steamers go-
ing and returning. The trade-winds which sweep these islands
perennially were very fresh during the cruiser's sojourn, but
coaling was not interrupted, even though a heavy swell was
rolling in the harbor. This operation being finished, Monte-
video was the next point, and the Baltimore arrived there on
March 14, 1891, after a pleasant voyage up to the mouth of
the Rio de la Plata, where a fresh southerly gale sprung up,
lasting for two or three days. The roadstead at Montevideo be-
ing open to violent seas, much time is lost whenever bad weather
prevails. Especially is this true when the winds are from sea-
ward directions, which embrace at least an angle of 180 degrees
of the horizon. The bottom being of soft, tenacious mud, the
anchorage is safe for all vessels well found with anchors and
stout chains.

Every opportunity was profitably employed when lighters
could lie alongside to take coal; but some caution had to be
observed to avoid risks of damage when the sea was too heavy
to handle them safely. From this cause the Baltimore was de-
layed until March 22d, when she took her departure for Val-
paraiso. En route through the Straits of Magellan a short call
was made at Sandy Point, where the settlement was garrisoned
by a detachment of Chilean soldiers. Owing to the revolution
going on at home at the time, there was some restlessness among
the troops, and the commanding officer for that reason intimated
a wish that the cruiser might lie over for twenty-four hours,
for the salutary moral effect her presence would produce. As
a matter of courtesy to a friendly power, the cruiser's de-
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